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church.This is one of 999 carvansarai built by King Abbas Safavi to
CHUPAN CHURCH (NAKHIRCHI)

provide peace and comfort for travelers. Its architecture is in
It was a praying stop. It lies on 6km west of Julfa surrounded by

KHAJENAZA CARVANSARAI
Safavid style.This construction has a central yard and three veran-
red alluvial mountains. It is believed that it was constructed in 1518.

This carvansarai is located 5 km west of julfa near chupan
Equ
L
— das on three sides. This building is in dome shape.
This church is called Chupan (shepherd) church in region.

This church is located 17km west of Julfa in a place called
"Dareh Sham". It dates back to the first millennium. The architectural
style of this minster is a blend of Orartoui , Arsacide & Greco-Roman
style, followed by the impressive buildings of St.Echmiyadzin , St.Tataos
and Akhtomar. And finally it becomes famous for its Armenian
architectural style.

This church is located 20 west of Julfa in a place called Dereh
Sham. It dates back to 1518.



46 IRON BRIDGE

The bridge connects Iran and Nakhichevan by railway. Iron Bridge is 110 m in
length and 5.5 m in width, and was built on Aras River in 1914. It is overhung and
has expansion and contraction qualities in cold and heat weather. In Second
World War, 3 Iranian soldiers defended against Russian army in the Aras River
bank and were martyred. The enemy to thank their resistance buried them in
there. They were called Mr. Abdollah Shahriyaree, Mr. Mohammad Rasi Hashemi
and Mr. Malek Mahammadi.

48 WOODEN BRIDGE

The bridge is the road border of Iran and Nakhichevan. Its length
is 200 m and was built in 1320 by Russian troops to transport
ammunitions and attack Iran. The bridge is made from concrete and
Iron, and its piles are in the Aras River.

50 JULFA BATHROOM

This Building is located south-east of julfa and belongs to Qajar
Period. The architecture is similar to Kordasht Bathroom

52 ZIAOLMOLK

Ziaolmolk Bridge is on the 6 west of Julfa near Abbassi boarder post. The
bridge was made in Oratuyee era (one of BC tribes) and reconstructed by
Ziaolmolk Nakhichevani many years later. It is destructed by the high flow
water of Aras River and during different wars to prevent enemies. The
diameter of its towers is 6.5 m and they have 20 m height and 10 m depth.




KORDASHT COMPLEX 38

Kordast Village is situated in 66 km east of Julfa in south bank of Aras
River. There is an ancient complex that includes a large bathroom, a small
I| | bathroom, a pile, a fridge and a tribunal. The complex belongs to Abbas

FE T

Mirza, the prince of Qajar period, in Iran-Russian second war (1757-1758).

SHOAYB HOLY SHRINE 40

This holy shrine lies on a hill in a village called Duzall near the
village of Kordasht.

Considerined its architectural style and inscriptions, it is attributed
to late 7th century (hejri)- llkani(Seljukian) era.

T i |

ASIAB WATERFALL 42

This waterfall is places 30km east of Julfa in the heart of Kyamaki
wild refuge. This waterfall is over 30m height, and there is an eye-
catching calcareous cave with anticlines and synclines caused by
water-beating.

ramrT

ARAS RIVER 44

Aras which is locally called Araz, originates from Bin Gol
Mountains in Turkey in the south of Erzrum City. The islets with
green scenery, diverse birds and beautiful mountains around this
river have created charming beauty for tourists.

This river stretches out throughout North west boundary of Iran.




30 OSHTABIN VILLAGE

One of the oldest and moat beautiful villages on the north bank of the aras
is Oshtabin-90km east of Julfa. In this village house have balconies so that
the roof of on house is the yard for the house on top. You can also notice the
safavid marbled inscriptions and charming natural whit orchards
surrounding it. Due to this unique, it is called healthy village and one of
national heritage.

Y24 SEYYED MOHAMMAD HOLY SHRINE —

Nojemehr village is situated near Norduz-the boundary between R
Iran and Armenia 67km east of Julfa. The village is the resting place | —-""
of Seyyed Mohammad one of the descendants of Immam Moosa
Ebn-e-Jafar. This building has recently been restored and has 100
rooms to take the pilgrims in.

34 KORDASHT CASTLE

Kordast Village has had an important marital situation in the past.
There is an ancient castle dated back to Islam first centuries. It was
used to defend against Russian army by Abbas Mirza the prince.
The fort has 6 watchtowers. There are 100m distances between
each two towers.

= - e

36 KORDASHT BATHROOM

Kordasht Bathroom is one the 8 beautiful complexes of Kordasht
Complex. The complex was built by Abbas Mirza the prince in the
second war of Iran and Russia (1822 AD), and there are beautiful
decorations and engravings in it.




KYAMAKI MOUNTAINS 22

This mountain stands south east of Hadishahr, Julfa 3347m in
heigh. It is an extinct volcano which is now a game reserve for wild
animals like cheetah, deer and goat. Kyamaki mountain and nearby
mountain ranges host visitors and mountain climbers each year.

[ Ra =

WILD LIFE 24

Kiamaki Wildlife Resort and Arasbaran protected area have a
variety of wild life and vegetation special for this region including
deer, reindeer, ram, buck, goat, leopard, brown bear, and also
different kind of birds like golden eagle, ducks, turkey, etc.

The vegetation includes willow trees, wild berries, walnut trees,
and also herbal plants.

SEYYED ESMAIL HOLY SHRINE |48

A beautiful village called Zaviyeh lies near Hadishahr town on a hill in 15
km of the south of Julfa. There is the resting place of Seyyed Esmail the
grandson of Imam Moosa Kazem. There are a tomb belongs to the warlord
of Osmani (called Turkey now) and some ancient trees (belong to centuries
ago) in its yard.

HAKIM NABATI’S TOMB 28

Hakim Abolghasem Nabati is a classic poet (1778-1846) born in
Oshtabin Village. His tomb is in the village on a hill. His pseudo-
nyms were Nabati, Khan Choban and Majnun Shah. His poems and
verses were in Farsi and Turkish.

“Eynoleshgh” is his famouse poem collection.




14
AVARSIN & PEYGHAM CASTLES S

Peygham Castle (Peykan) is 13 km of Kaleibar City and 18 km of
Djomhoor Castle and beside Ahar-Kaleibar road.

All orders were sent by fire from the castle. It was the reason the castle
called Peygham (message).

Avarsin Castle belongs to between Sasani era and 3rd Hejri Century. The

= .L-l!.
castle is 22.5 km south of Khodafarin and 11 km of Ahar-Kaleibar road. —

'8 DJAMHOOR CASTLE (BOZ GHALASI) —

Djavidan or Djamhoor Castle or Boz Fort is 5 km south-west of
Kaleibar. There are deep valleys (400-600 m) around it and it has
just 1 thin pass. Because of being Babak Khorramdin Troops in the
castle, it was called Babak Castle,too.

18 KHODAFARIN BRIDGES RS

These two bridges are of the oldest bridges built over Aras River. e - F -
The big one represents early years of the presence of Islam in Iran ! i -, }
and the small one is nearly 500 years old. They are located 130km |r.o = =%
east of Julfa. i

20 ARAS & KHODAFARIN DAMS

There are 3 dams built across the Aras river, Aras Dam, Khoda
Afarin Dam and mil Moghan Dam, among which the biggest one is =
Khodafarin Dam. Reservoir of Aras Dam is a unique place for recre- | |
ation for nature-lovers and fishing facilities and boating are the
added attraction of the lake.
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History

ras Free Zone has a significant role in the 20-year overview due
A to the following facts: joint border with the countries of
Azarbaijan, Armania and Nakhichevan independent republic;
Connecting lines and roads with Europe and Ghafghaz region, Turkey,
Mediterranean region, and being located in international transportation
corridors; A significant historical and economical history; appropriate cli-
mate; rich water resources; grazing fields and jungles; capabilities for
developing tourism in the fields of history, culture, nature and internation-
al sports; a high potential for development and growth in industry, mining,
agriculture, services, science and education.

Having Tabriz as a strong background and also valuable ecological
areas and international caches, and valuable funds for agricultural devel-
opment, has brought together a situation and condition that with its sup-
port Aras can become a region that has a desirable and idealistic health,
welfare, food safety and natural environment, along with the fact that it
can become an international medical and sanitary center.

Existence of rich mines and creating dependant industries, and being
near infrastructure networks, and having the basis for developing new
technologies such as biotechnology, nanotechnology and IT, gives the
region an ideal condition to boost its potential and contribute to the eco-
nomical growth and thus rise to first place in the region for economical,
scientific and innovative contributions and developments.

Also the historical centrality for business and trade in the region and
high abilities in exporting can be good reasons for international relations
if development bases and trading activities are provided along with cus-
toms and centers for discharging and mounting goods and cargo.m



Road Distances of AFZ
with Important Cities
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